Chinese New Year

What is Chinese New Year?

Chinese New Year is a celebration of the lunar New Year or
the change of the Chinese calendar. It is also called Spring
Festival and Lunar New Year and many of the traditions
relate to the welcoming in of spring. It is celebrated by
millions of people every year and has become a popular
annual event, not just for Chinese people, but for people
of many races and cultures. Communities all over the
world have their own parades and dragon dances to mark
the turn of the New Year. Many of these take place in
Chinatowns — the Chinese cultural centre of many Western
cities. Very large events take place in Vancouver, New
York and San Fransisco each year. In countries with high
Chinese populations, such as Singapore, Malaysia, and
the Phillipines, national holidays occur at this time of year,
often for a period of three days.

Unlike the western calendar, the Chinese calendar is a
lunar one (the year’s beginning and end are worked out
according to the movements of the moon). This means that
Chinese New Year can fall anytime between 21st January
and 20th February each year. Chinese New Year is unlike
the western New Year in another way. While New Year for
most nations is a one evening/one day affair, Chinese New
Year is a fifteen day celebration.

Preparations

Chinese people will spend the days before the New Yea
preparing their home and finances. It is considered a gg
idea to clean the home thoroughly before the Ney
This is often done on nin ya baat (the 28th day of:
month). This allows people to sweep out the
the previous year. If they were to sweep
start of the New Year, it would be seen a
good fortune that the New Year had 4
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New Year's Day

inese people for three In a legendary race run long ago all these animals took

day celebration part in the crossing of a river. The rat won the race by

unction, often tricking the ox into carrying him and people who are

d or drawing born in the year of the rat are believed to be cunning. The

New Year. animals finished the race in the following order: rat, ox,

. tiger, rabbit, dragon, snake, horse, goat, monkey, rooster,

Namlng the Year dog and pig. The zodiac runs through this cycle and then
repeats. 2017 therefore will be the Year of the Rooster.
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