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“I tell you, we will cut off his head with the crown upon it!” 


Oliver Cromwell, speaking about wanting to kill King Charles I in 1649. Charles I was the rightful King but Cromwell persuaded many people that he should be executed after the Civil War. No-one had ever killed a King before!





“Each of the attackers [Cromwell’s men] picked up a child and used it as a shield to keep themselves from being shot. After they had killed all in the Church, they went into the vaults underneath where all the women had hid themselves.” 


Written by Thomas Wood, an eyewitness, about Cromwell’s attack on Ireland. Cromwell took 12,000 men to attack Ireland, after the Irish because the Irish had supported Charles I during the Civil War.Thomas wrote this in 1663, three years after Cromwell’s death. Charles II was King at the time, and he hated Cromwell.





“The days of Oliver were marvellous days of prosperity, freedom and peace.” 


Written by a Bristol Baptist in 1685. Puritan religious leaders like this had greater freedom under Cromwell.





“I did not call myself to be the ruler of England.. I just tried to do right, for God and for the people.” 


Oliver Cromwell, explaining why he refused to be King. The title was offered to him but he did not take it.





“Pointless enjoyment was frowned upon. Cromwell shut many inns and the theatres were all closed down. Most sports were banned. Boys caught playing football on a Sunday could be whipped as a punishment and Christmas was cancelled.”


Written by a Modern Historian. One of the main beliefs of Puritans was that if you worked hard you would get to heaven, so Cromwell made people change the way they had been living. Lots of people disliked this!
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A painting of Oliver Cromwell working with the Devil. Painted in 1660, just after his death.








