Mythological Creature: Vampire
Fifth Grade Reading

Bram Stoker's Dracula has inspired feelings of fear and morbid curiosity for over a century. With this lesson
plan, your students will get a taste of the literary work while learning about the myth behind vampires.

Learning Objectives

¢ Students will learn about the folklore surrounding vampires and improve their reading comprehension

skills.
Materials and preparation Key terms
e Vampires in Pop Culture slideshow e mythology
¢ Class set of the Dracula worksheet ® vampire

¢ Class set of the All About Vampires worksheet
¢ Dracula reading comprehension quiz

Attachments

¢ Vampires in Pop Culture (PPTX)

¢ Dracula Reading Comprehension Quiz (PDF)
¢ Dracula (PDF)

¢ All About Vampires (PDF)

Introduction (10 minutes)

¢ Begin the lesson by going through the Vampires in Pop Culture slideshow.
¢ Show the "Vampire Life" video (see related media), and encourage students to sing along.
¢ Let students know that today's lesson will be about a famous mythological creature: the vampire.

Beginning

¢ Provide a student-friendly definition of the word "vampire" in addition to showing visuals.
Intermediate

¢ Allow students to listen to the "Vampire Life" song once through before asking them to sing along.
Explicit Instruction/Teacher modeling (15 minutes)

¢ Ask students to share what they know about vampires.

¢ Explain that vampires are creatures said to drink blood and live forever. They come from mythology, or
old (and usually fictional) stories, and they don't actually exist.

¢ Conduct a quick review of point of view and supporting details to make sure that students will be able to
keep up with the upcoming reading activity.

Beginning
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¢ Provide a word bank that students can use when discussing vampires.
¢ Teach a mini-lesson on point of view pronouns for first person (I, me, we) and third person (she, he, they).

Intermediate

¢ Allow students to talk with a partner or small group in L1 or L2 to discuss their background knowledge
about vampires.

Guided Practice (25 minutes)

¢ Hand out the All About Vampires worksheet. Have students complete the worksheet with a partner.
¢ Observe students as they work, providing assistance as needed.

Beginning

¢ Pre-teach key vocabulary terms that students may encounter in the text, like "century," "coffin," or
"immortal."

¢ Read the text aloud to students as they follow along.

¢ Partner students intentionally so ELs may discuss in their home language or with more advanced
learners.

Intermediate

¢ Allow ELs to use bilingual dictionaries or glossaries to look up unfamiliar words.
¢ Provide a sentence frame to support students' written responses to question one (e.g., "Another example
of a famous vampire is ___. One characteristic they haveis __.").

Independent working time (20 minutes)

Distribute a copy of the Dracula excerpt to each student.

Have the class follow along as you read the excerpt aloud.

Ask students questions about what you read after you finish.

Give students some time to fill in the journal portion independently.

Beginning

¢ Allow ELs to use bilingual resources to look up unfamiliar words.
¢ Read only one journal entry and discuss it in a small, teacher-led group.
¢ Allow students to use a paragraph frame to complete the writing task.

Intermediate

¢ Give ELs extra time to complete the task.
¢ Provide additional background information about the character Dracula before asking students to write.
¢ Allow students to use a word bank as support during the writing task.

Related books and/or media

¢ VIDEO: "Vampire Life" video by Azorin Monovar
¢ VIDEO: Vampires: Folklore, Fantasy, and Fact by Michael Molina
¢ Find interactive books for each child's level.

Differentiation

Support:
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¢ Work with struggling students one-on-one, and give them hints for completing their journal entries and
worksheets.

Enrichment:
¢ Advanced students can be asked to help you read the Dracula excerpt aloud.
Assessment (20 minutes)

¢ Pass out copies of the Dracula reading comprehension quiz.
¢ Have students complete and turn in their quizzes. Review their answers later to assess their
comprehension of the lesson content.

Beginning

¢ Provide a shortened quiz with just five questions to gauge students' understanding. Eliminate questions
that were not explicitly addressed during the lesson (e.g., author's purpose).
¢ Allow students to respond to the questions orally.

Intermediate

¢ Provide a glossary of terms that students will encounter on the quiz (e.g., "uneasiness," "mood,"
"correspond").

¢ Meet with small groups of ELs to review their completed quiz and gauge understanding. Support them by
clarifying any questions or misunderstandings.

Review and closing (5 minutes)

¢ Have each student share something about vampires that they didn't know until today.

Beginning

¢ Allow students to discuss the reflection question in pairs and/or small groups before having a whole class
discussion.

Intermediate

¢ Provide a word bank and/or sentence frames to support the class discussion (e.g., "Before today, | didn't
know that vampires ___.").
¢ Allow ELs to listen to several other students share before asking them to speak.
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Bram Stoker, 1987

What is the author’s purpose for writing Dracula?

A. To persuade B. Toinform C. To entertain
The setting of Dracula sets what mood for the story?
Strangeness and uneasiness

Fright and shock

Sadness and melancholy
Happiness and excitement

OO wp

Which sentence supports the mood of the story?

A. It amazed me that | had not seen him, since the mirror covered the whole room behind me.

B. The whole room behind me was displayed, but there was no sign of a man in it, except myself.

C. This was startling, and on top of the other strange things | have seen here, it increased that feeling
of uneasiness that | always have when the Count is near.

D. The view was magnificent!

From What point of view is Dracula written?

A. First person B. Second person C. Third person

What is the castle compared to in the story?

A. A mansion B. Abarn C. A school D. A prison

What was bending over Lucy?

A. A wild dog B. A black figure C. A zombie D. Awoman in a cape

Who was found missing at night?

A. Lucy B. Jonathan C. Dracula D. Mina

Why was Lucy’s mother not informed of the sleepwalking incident?

A. She was gone. B. She was in bad health. C. She was asleep. D. She didn't like Lucy.

What do you thing really happened to Lucy? Explain.
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Dracula
— Bram Stoker, 1897 o

Dracula is written as a series of letters and journal entries from characters that have met him.

JONATHAN HARKER'S JOURNAL

8 May—I began to fear as I wrote in this book that I was telling too much. But now I am glad that I went into
detail, for there is something so strange about this place that I cannot help feeling uneasy. If there were anyone
to talk to I could bear it, but there is no one. I have only the Count to speak with. I fear I am myself the only
living soul within the place.

I only slept a few hours last night, and feeling that I could not sleep any more, got up. I was just beginning
to shave, using a small mirror I had brought with me, when suddenly I felt a hand on my shoulder, and heard
Count Dracula’s voice saying to me, ‘Good morning.’ It amazed me that I had not seen him, since the mirror
covered the whole room behind me. I was startled, and thus cut myself slightly, but did not notice it at the
moment. Having answered the Count’s greeting, I turned to the mirror again to see how I had been mistaken.
This time there could be no error, for the man was close to me, and I could see him over my shoulder. But
there was no reflection of him in the mirror! The whole room behind me was displayed, but there was no sign

of a man in it, except myself. This was startling, and on top of the other strange things I have seen here, it
increased that feeling of uneasiness that I always have when the Count is near.

Then, I noticed the cut. It was bleeding, and the blood was trickling over my chin. I laid down the razor,
turning as I did so half round to look for some sticking plaster. When the Count saw my face, his eyes blazed
with fury, and he suddenly grabbed at my throat. I drew away and his hand touched the string of beads around
my neck that held the crucifix. It made an instant change in him, for the fury passed so quickly that I could
hardly believe that it was ever there.

‘Take care how you cut yourself,” he said. ‘It is more dangerous that you think in this country.” Then seizing
the mirror, he went on, ‘And this is the wretched thing that has done the mischief. It is a foul bauble of man’s
vanity. Away with it!” And opening the window with one wrench of his terrible hand, he flung out the mirror,
which was shattered into a thousand pieces on the stones of the courtyard far below. Then he withdrew
without a word. It is very annoying, for I do not see how I am supposed to shave without a mirror.

When I went into the dining room, breakfast was prepared, but I could not find the Count anywhere. It is
strange that as yet I have not seen the Count eat or drink. He is a very peculiar man! After breakfast I did a
little exploring in the castle. I went out on the stairs, and found a room looking towards the South. The view
was magnificent. The castle is on the very edge of a terrific precipice. A stone falling from the window would
fall a thousand feet without touching anything! There are doors everywhere throughout the castle, and all are
locked and bolted. In no place save from the windows in the castle walls is there an available exit. The castle is
a veritable prison, and I am a prisoner!

@,
MINA MURRAY’S JOURNAL - \V_g/

11 August— I am too agitated to sleep, so I may as well write. I have had such an agonizing experience. I
awoke in the night with a horrible sense of fear upon me, and of some feeling of emptiness around me. The n
room was dark, so I could not see Lucy’s bed. I lit a match and found that she was not in the room. The door |
was shut, but not locked as I had left it. I didn’t want to wake her mother, so I threw on some clothes and went

to look for her. .
(continued) |
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I ran downstairs and looked in the sitting room. Not there! I looked in all the other rooms of the house, with
an ever-growing fear chilling my heart. Finally, I came to the hall door and found it open. The people of the
house are careful to lock the door every night, so I feared that Lucy must have gone out. I took a big, heavy
shawl and ran out. The clock was striking one as I was in the road, and there was not a soul in sight. I ran

along the North Terrace, but could see no sign of her. SEP'S

[
There was a bright full moon, with heavy, black clouds, which threw the whole scene into a diorama of light
and shade. As the clouds passed I could see the ruins of the abbey, and the church and churchyard became
gradually visible. Then, the silver light of the moon struck a half-reclining figure, and it looked almost as if
something dark stood behind it. ‘ .

».
<

Whether it was man or beast, I could not tell. I flew down the steps to the bridge, which was the only way to |
reach the East Cliff. The time and distance seemed endless, and my knees trembled as I toiled up to the abbey.
When I got almost to the top I could see the figure, for I was now close enough to distinguish it even through
the spells of shadow. There was something, long and black, bending over the white figure. I called in fright,
‘Lucy! Lucy! and the long, black figure raised its head, and I saw a white face and red, gleaming eyes.

Lucy did not answer, and I ran to the churchyard. As I entered, the church was between me and her seat, and
for a minute or so I lost sight of her. When I came in view again the cloud had passed, and the moonlight
struck so brilliantly that I could see Lucy with her head lying over the back of the seat. When I bent over her I
could see that she was still asleep. She was breathing in long, heavy gasps, as though striving to get her lungs
full. As I came close, she put up her hand in her sleep and pulled the collar of her nightdress close around her,
as though she felt the cold. I flung the warm shawl over her, and drew the edges tight around her neck, lest she
should get some deadly chill from the night air, and fastened it with a big safety pin. But I must have been
clumsy in my anxiety and pricked her with it, for when her breathing became quieter, she put her hand to her
throat again and moaned. When I had her carefully wrapped up I began very gently to wake her. At first she
did not respond, but gradually she became more and more uneasy in her sleep, moaning and sighing
occasionally. I wished to get her home at once, so I shook her forcibly, till finally she opened her eyes and

awoke. .- ‘ “

Even at such a time, when her body must have been chilled with cold, and her mind somewhat appalled at
waking in a churchyard at night, she did not lose her grace. She trembled a little and clung to me. When I told
her to come with me, she rose without a word. |

We got home without meeting a soul. I was filled with anxiety about Lucy, not only for her health, but for her
reputation in case the story should get out. When we got in, I tucked her into bed. Before falling asleep she
implored me not to say a word to anyone, even her mother, about her sleep-walking adventure. I hesitated at
first, but on thinking of the state of her mother’s health, and how the knowledge of such a thing would fret
her, and to think of how such a story might become distorted in case it should leak out, I thought it wiser to do
so. I hope I did right. I have locked the door, and the key is tied to my wrist, so perhaps I shall not be again
disturbed.

Same day, noon.—All goes well. Lucy slept till I woke her and seemed not to have even changed her side. The
adventure of the night does not seem to have harmed her. I was sorry to notice that my clumsiness with the }
safety-pin hurt her, for the skin of her throat was pierced. I must have pinched up a piece of loose skin and
have transfixed it, for there are two little red points like pin-pricks, and on her nightdress was a drop of blood.
When I apologised, she laughed and petted me, and said she did not even feel it. Fortunately it cannot leave a

scar, as it is so tiny. - .
. <.
T a

|
|

(continued),
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Imagine Count Dracula kept a journal as well. Write another entry from his perspective
expressing how he feels about Mina, Lucy and Jonathan.

Dy
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VAMPIRES

vqmpir'es are immortal creatures said fo prey on the living, hoping to drink their blood.

If you are bitten by a vampire, it is said that you will become one. Many cultures believe in vampires
and vampire-like creatures, and have for centuries. The modern-day image of a vampire is of a being that
sleeps in coffins, lives in a large, isolated castle in Eastern Europe, and dresses in a long cape with a high

collar. Most of these beliefs are influenced by early horror films about vampires,
such as Nosferatu and Dracula.

WHAT TO DO IF YOU SEE A VAMPIRE:

Gather Up Some Garlic:
Vampires hate garlic.

CELEBRITY VAMPIRE:

Though vampire folklore
had existed in cultures
all over the world for
centuries before it was
written, Bram Stoker's
1897 novel Dracula
popularized vampire
mythology in the
Western world.

Don't Answer the Door:
It is said that vampires will not enter
your home unless you invite them in.

Open the Blinds:
Vampires cannot live in sunlight.

1. Can you think of any other famous vampires in books, movies, or television shows? What +
vampire-like characteristics does this character have? Do they have any that are different?

2. A vampire is walking down your street, and he's heading towards your housel!
What would you do?

a) Chase him away. V
b) Throw your leftover Halloween candy out the window at him
¢) 6o to the grocery store and stock up on garlic.

3. If you were going to dress up as a vampire for Halloween, name three things you would wear.

e ———

1.

2.

3.
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